
River Bank
Management

Coppicing

dark tunnel with 
bank erosion

Unmanaged bank-
side habitat

shallow muddy channel

light reaches
river and banks

bankside 
vegetation 
stabilises 
topsoil

channel becomes 
deeper and narrower

Traditionally bankside trees were cut every 
few years (coppiced) for firewood, fencing and 
roofing materials. 

Habitat for fish and wildlife can be improved by 
reinstating coppicing of bankside trees.

As a rule of thumb; leave shade on the pools and 
let sunlight shine on the “riffles” by coppicing.
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